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Synopsis

John Wyclif is known for translating the Vulgate Bible into English, and for arguing for the royal
divestment of the church, the reduction of papal power and the elimination of the friars and against
the doctrine of transubstantiation. His thought catalyzed the Lollard movement in England and
provided an ideology for the Hussite revolution in Bohemia. Wyclif's Trialogus discusses divine
power and knowledge, creation, virtues and vices, the Incarnation, redemption and the sacraments.
It consists of a three-way conversation, which Wyclif wrote to familiarize priests and layfolk with the
complex issues underlying Christian doctrine, and begins with formal philosophical theology, which
moves into moral theology, concluding with a searing critique of the fourteenth-century ecclesiastical
status quo. Stephen Lahey provides a complete English translation of all four books, and the
'Supplement to the Trialogue’, which will be a valuable resource for scholars and students currently

relying on selective translated extracts.
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Customer Reviews

"... Lahey makes the thought of the fourteenth-century Oxford scholastic theologian and
Yorkshire-born English ecclesiastical reformer much more accessible to contemporary readers."

Andrew Kloes, The Expository Times

John Wyclif wrote Trialogus to familiarize priests and layfolk with the complex issues underlying

Christian doctrine. His thought was condemned as heretical and catalyzed the Lollard movement in



England. This translation will be useful for scholars and students of late medieval philosophy and

theology and fourteenth-century English history and politics.

Stephen Lahey is a noted authority on Wyclif's theology and philosophy, both in the abstract and in
historical context. The Trialogus is Wyclif's own attempt to lay out his major positions in concise

form. The result, in this volume, is a meaty sample of Wyclif as a THINKER.
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